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Research 
I perform clinical and translation research in the areas of colorectal cancer prevention, especially 
among individuals at high risk for cancer, such as those with hereditary cancer syndromes or those 
with longstanding inflammatory bowel disease.  Particular areas of interest include the optimal 
provision of genetic counseling and testing, cancer risk factor identification and risk mitigation by 
interventions such as drugs (chemoprevention) and colonoscopy. I also study the use of genetic and 
genomic markers to determine cancer risk and prognosis and prediction of response to therapy 
among those already diagnosed with cancer. I also am interested in projects related to biomarkers of 
prognosis and prediction of response to therapies in patients with inflammatory bowel disease. My 
research is performed in collaboration with basic science investigators in the UCSF Cancer Center 
(Fred Waldman, MD, PhD), UCSF Center for Colitis and Crohn’s Disease (Averil Ma, MD), and 
investigators at outside institutions including the Division of Research of Kaiser Permanente-northern 
California, the Dana Farber and MD Anderson Cancer Center, the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, MN and 
others. 
 
Career Narrative 
Co-Director Metabolism and Nutrition Block (IDS 106), UCSF: I helped to devise and implement the 
GI curriculum for this required block taught to 1st year medical students during the late winter each 
year. I authored a large portion of the student syllabus relating to GI pathophysiology and disease 
and authored several of the small group case discussions used during the block.  
 
Program Director, Gastroenterology Fellowship Training Program, UCSF:  The GI Fellowship Training 
Program at UCSF trains 6 fellows per year (total of 18 fellows enrolled in the 3 year program at any 
one time).  I have primary responsibility for selection of incoming fellows, ensuring that enrolled 
fellows are progressing in accordance with the curriculum, goals and objectives of the program, 
evaluating and updating the program’s goals and objectives, evaluating fellow progress in the six 
ACGME specified competencies, as well as technical/procedural proficiency and providing feedback 
and career counseling to the fellows, ensuring that the program is in compliance with all UCSF and 
ACGME guidelines, teaching and training faculty and providing feedback to them regarding their 
teaching. In my capacity as GI fellowship director I also have joined the faculty of the Colorectal 
Surgery Fellowship Program and provide the instruction to the colorectal surgery fellow in 
colonoscopy and GI disease. 
 
Education 
1981-85 College, Princeton University, A.B., cum laude  
1985-89 Medical School , Columbia University, College of Physicians and Surgeons, M.D.  
 
Training 

 



1989-1990 Internship, Internal Medicine, University of California, San Francisco  
1990-1992 Residency, Internal Medicine, University of California, San Francisco  
1992-1993 Fellowship, Critical Care Medicine, University of California, San Francisco  
1993-1996 Fellowship, Gastroenterology, University of California, San Francisco  
 
Certification 
1990-present  Medical Board of California, License   
1994-present  Drug Enforcement Administration Certificate   
1996-present  Fluoroscopy Supervisor and Operator Permit, California  
1990National  Board of Medical Examiners, Diplomate  
1992 & 2002 American Board of Internal Medicine, Diplomate in Internal Medicine  
1995 & 2005 American Board of Internal Medicine, Diplomate in Gastroenterology  
 
Memberships and Affiliations 
1992-present  American College of Physicians  
1994-present  American Gastroenterological Association   
1994-present  American Society for Gastrointestinal Endoscopy  
1999-present  Crohn’s and Colitis Foundation of America  
Service To Professional Organizations  
1999-present  Abstract Review Committee: GI Oncology (American Gastroenterological Association)  
2000-present  Abstract Review Committee, Chair: GI Oncology (AGA)  
2000-2002 Clinical Symposia Selection Committee, American Gastroenterological Association  
2001-2003 Medical Advisory Board Chair, Crohn's and Colitis Foundation, No. California Chapter  
1999-2000 Colon Cancer Initiative Team, Chair (American Cancer Society, California Division)  
1999-present  Colon Cancer Initiative Team, member (ACS, California Division)  
2005-present  National Comprehensive Cancer Network Colorectal Cancer Screening Panel  
2005-present  Education and Training Committee Member (AGA)  
2008-present  Research Grant Review Committee (AGA)  
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